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Synopsis

If the extraordinary individual, who styled himself not unjustly the scourge of God and terror of the
world, had never existed, the history of the Huns would have been very little more interesting to us
at the present epoch, than that of the Gepidae, or Alans, or any of the chief nations that were
assembled under his banner; but the immensity of the exploits, and the still greater pretensions of
that memorable warrior, render it a matter of interest to know the origins of his power, and the very
beginnings from which his countrymen had arisen, to threaten the subjugation of the civilized world,
and the extirpation of the Christian religion. There has probably existed, before or since the time of
Attila, but one other potentate, who, in his brief career, passed like a meteor over Europe, building
up an empire, that was maintained by his personal qualities, and crumbled to atoms the moment he
was withdrawn from it, leaving, however, consequences of which it is difficult to calculate the extent
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